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Hints to a Poetical Friend. 
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£oFthe Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

HfNTS TO A POKTIC-ILFSIEND. 

COW PER should -not be jonr 
model tor the stiuctme ot blank 
vei!,e. Ml. ton (Paradbe Lost espeti- 
all)) (ar tianscend^ bim aad all the 
poeUtal worW in the admirabie " buiKl- 
jng of the loftj line," tioroughlj to 
lindefttand the subjt-ct, you shonld 
tdiefuliy study Sheridan's iirt oj tectd- 
tng foetry, in thw he developes the 
udiure and tlie pioijerties of Rylhin, 
the power of the pause of suspensioii, 
on which the beauty of blank verse 
so gieatly depends, and all the other 
importarit and minute circumstances 
that influence its constiuction ; he takes 
Milton as his great example and his 
theme, and lioni his iinmoital original, 
deduces a system of hanponious vaiie- 
ty in blank verse, which must essen- 
tially assist a poet in the technical 
department of composition, Akenside 
ranks next to Milton in these grand 
requisites. Cowper seemed to disdain 
these artifices, and the consecjuence 
is, that in some passages he is ths 
tressmgiy and unnecessarily rugged— 
to his elision also I have an insuper- 
able objection, but his sentiment is 
in'vaUuble, his morality puiestnd im- 
pressive, and a vein of religion per- 
vades the work, which, liive the gold 
in Lapis Lazuli, imparts richness with- 
out heaviness, and seems not super- 
induced by art, but to have entered 
into the original frame and compo- 
silion of the subject. L. 

CHARTER OF CARRICKFERGUS. 
CorUinmdfiom p. 437, No XXIII 

AJ\D furthermore we have grant- 
ed, and by these piesenls tor 
us, our iieirs, andsuccessois, do grant 
unto Ihe sa'd mayors, sheriffs, bur- 
gssses, and commonalty of the a'oie- 
said town, and to their suciessois, 
Shat they, or the greater part of them, 
wheteot we will, that the mayor of 
the said town foi the time being, 
shall be one ^t their will and pleasure, 
without our license, or the license of 
Dur heirs, or successors, shall be able, 
^nd ot p»wer fiom t'me to time, as 
often as it shall seem expedient un- 
to them, according unto their own 
«l>-cretion to eiecl and admit others 



whatsoever, either one or more to be 
free burgesses of the same town. 
And that all and every such free 
bCirgcsses of the aforesaid town, which 
cither now are, or hereafter shall be 
elected, or admitted as aforesaid, may 
be Able, and of power to enjoy, ana 
use all their free commerce, func- 
tions, mysteries, crafts, Trades and 
traffics, and all and every other liber, 
ties, and free customs pertaining or' 
belonging to the fiee burgesses of the 
same town, according to the laws, 
customs, liberties, and oidinances of 
the said town, we will notwithstand- 
ing, and by these piesenls, for us, 
our heirs, and successors, do grant 
unto thfesaid mayor, sheriffs, burgesses, 
and Commonalty of the aioiesaid town, 
and to their successors, that they, or 
the greater part of them, whereof we 
will that the mayor of the said town 
(for the time being shall be.oiie) may 
be able, and of power, at their will 
and pleasure, from time t6 time, as 
otien as it shall seem expedient, that 
if any one or moie whatsoever of 
the free biiTgesses, or inhabitants of 
the said town, do not carry and be- 
have themselves as doth, and shall 
become a free burgess of the town, 
or do refuse to take the oath com- 
monly called the oath of supremacy, 
specified and set down in a statute in 
parhanient, held in this kipgdom, in 
the second year of the reign of our 
late dear sister lady Elizabeth ot Eng- 
land; Frante and Ireland, queen, then 
to depose and put from the said li- 
beities, and from their fiee com- 
meicement within the said town, and 
the franchises ot the same, as also 
from the exercise and benefit of 
any, their functions, mysteries, or 
other crafts within the said town, and the 
fi;mchises_of the same, and from the 
use and benefit of the hberties and 
fiee customs of the said town, as 
long as It shall seem expedient to the 
said mayor, sheriffs, burgesses and 
tommonalty, or to the greater part 
of them, of whom we will that ihi 
mayor of the said town for the time 
being shall be one. 

And further we will, and by 
these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, we do grant unto the said 
mayor, sheriffs, burgesses and com^. 



